
I. POLICY

Deer River Police Department
SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER MODEL POLICY

                                   Section 52
 Minn. Stat. 626.8482 

The primary purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines which define the relationship between 
law enforcement agencies and the schools utilizing school resource officers (SRO). It will further 
facilitate the understanding of this relationship with regards to criminal matters and law 
enforcement situations, which will arise at the local school level. The goal of the SRO programs 
is to provide safe learning environments, provide valuable resources to school staff members, 
foster a positive relationship with students and develop strategies to resolve problems that affect 
our youth with the goal of protecting all children, so they can reach their fullest potential. 

II. GUIDING PRINCIPLES

• The SRO employed by (ISD 317/Deer River Police Department(DRPD)) should be carefully
selected, thoroughly trained, and appropriately equipped to fulfill their role within the school
community. The SRO should actively engage in early prevention and early intervention
educational programs that focuses on and support student needs.

• SROs shall be specially trained in the principles and standards identified in Minn. Stat.
626.8482, Subd. 4 which recognize the unique role of an SRO to foster positive relationships,
open communication and mentorship while providing a safe and constructive environment for
students, staff and visitors in the school setting.

• SROs are expected to recognize and consider alternatives to formal criminal referral such as

diversion and restorative justice programs where possible and as appropriate for the incident,

the involved students and families, victim(s) and the larger school community.

• Enforcement of school rules or policies or enforcement of discipline for violations of school

rules are properly the responsibility of school district staff and administration. SRO discretion

should be used when becoming involved with incidents that are school rule violations versus

criminal conduct.

• Nothing in this policy should be construed as limiting any other duty or responsibility

imposed on peace officers; the expectation that peace officers will exercise professional

judgment and discretion to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the public when

carrying out their duties; or creates a duty for school resource officers to protect students,

staff, or others on school grounds that is different from the duty to protect the public as a

whole.
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