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Deer River Police Department

Vehicle Pursuit- PIT/ Stops Stick Policy
Section 32

It is the policy of the Deer River Police Department (DRPD) to perform all pursuit
operations in accordance with applicable laws, with due regard for the safety of all
persons using the highway.

Vehicular pursuit of fleeing suspects presents danger to the public, officers and
suspects involved in the pursuit. It is the policy of law enforcement to protect all
persons and property to the extent reasonably possible when enforcing the law. In
addition, it is the responsibility of the DRPD to assist law enforcement
officers/deputies in the safe performance of their duties. It is the policy of the DRPD
to regulate the manner in which vehicular pursuits are undertaken and performed.

PURPOSE

Vehicular police pursuits are necessary to achieve the enforcement of our criminal
and motor vehicle laws. Many of these pursuits are inherently dangerous and
therefore create some risk of injury to the pursing officer(s), the occupants of the
pursued vehicle and the public at large. The primary purpose of this policy is to
secure a balance between the need to protect the lives of the public and the occupants
of the pursued vehicle with the obligation of the patrol officer to enforce laws and
apprehend violators.

DEFINITIONS

Additional Assisting Units: Additional law enforcement units (e.g., air support)
that are authorized to assist in the pursuit, other than the Primary or Secondary units.

Authorized Pursuit Vehicle:  Only those vehicles equipped with fully operating
emergency audio and visual warning devices and communications equipment shall be
authorized to participate in a pursuit.

Boxing in: A tactical maneuver designed to stop a moving violator’s vehicle
by surrounding it with law enforcement vehicles and then slowing all vehicles to a
stop.

Caravanning:  The presence of law enforcement vehicles, other than the Primary
Unit and Authorized Secondary Units, actively involved on the same roadway in the
pursuit of a fleeing suspect.

Channelization: A technique where objects or vehicles are positioned in a manner
intended to direct or redirect the path of a fleeing suspect.
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Due Regard: The consideration of existing circumstances to determine the
reasonableness of one’s actions as they relate to the totality of the circumstances.

Marked Vehicle: A vehicle that displays distinctive markings that would clearly
indicate to the public that it is a law enforcement vehicle.

Unmarked Vehicle: A vehicle owned by Itasca County or DRPD that has no
law enforcement markings but is equipped with emergency lights and sirens.

Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV) or Pickup Truck: A marked or unmarked
vehicle that is owned by Itasca County or DRPD for law enforcement purposes that
has a higher center of gravity than a patrol car, (e.g., Suburban’s, Tahoe’s,
Expeditions, Durango’s, and Ram Trucks, etc.)

Paralleling: Participating in a pursuit by proceeding in the same general
direction as the fleeing vehicle and maintaining approximately the same speed while
traveling on an alternate street or highway that is adjacent to that pursuit route.

Pursuit/Precision Intervention/Immobilization Technique (PIT): The
intentional act of using a law enforcement vehicle to physically force a fleeing
vehicle from course of travel in order to stop it. PIT is a specific technical maneuver
that requires advanced practical training prior to use.

Primary Unit: The law enforcement vehicle that initiates a pursuit, or any unit
that assumes control of the pursuit as the lead vehicle (the first law enforcement
vehicle immediately behind the fleeing suspect).

Pursuit: An active attempt involving one or more officers to detain or apprehend a
suspect operating a motor vehicle while the suspect is attempting to avoid
apprehension by using high speed driving or other evasive tactics, such as driving off
a highway, turning suddenly or driving in a legal manner but failing to comply with
the officer’s signal to stop.

Ramming: The intentional contact, other than implementing PIT, between an

authorized pursuit vehicle and a suspect vehicle which may cause substantial damage
to disable the fleeing vehicle or may cause serious physical injury and/or death to the
suspect. Ramming may be considered use of deadly force.

Roadblock: Establishing an impediment to traffic as a means for stopping a
fleeing vehicle using actual physical obstructions or barricades.

Secondary Unit: The first assisting law enforcement vehicle following the Primary
Unit.



Supervisor/Chief: A law enforcement officer who, by virtue of rank or
assignment, is responsible for the direction or supervision of other law enforcement
officers.

Discontinue: Describes the decision and actions of the pursing law enforcement
officer who stops chasing the fleeing vehicle. Actions to discontinue the pursuit
include turning off emergency light(s) and or siren(s), reducing speed, observing the
applicable rules of the road, allowing the distance between the law enforcement
vehicle and the fleeing vehicle to increase indicating termination of efforts to pursue
and notifying the dispatch center that the pursuit has been terminated.

Tire Deflation Device: A device that, when driven over, cause one or more tires of
a vehicle to safely deflate.

III. INTIATION/TERMINATION

This policy is designed to address the continuous balancing of the importance of
protecting the public, the known and/or reasonably suspected offense, and the
apparent need to immediate capture against the risk to the officer, public and
offender.

A. The Authority Pursue

Vehicular pursuit is justified when the officer gives the vehicle operator a visual and
audible signal to stop and the vehicle operator fails to comply; and where there is
reasonable expectation of a successful apprehension of the suspect.

At any time, an officer feels the pursuit is too dangerous to continue and puts officers
or the public at unnecessary risk of injury, they may terminate the pursuit on their own.

B. Balance Test

During the pursuit, officers shall drive with due regard for the safety of all persons.
The involved officer must constantly evaluate the risk involved in initiating or
continuing a pursuit. The decision to continue the pursuit shall be given the balance
test or need to apprehend versus need to protect the public should be an ongoing
evaluation based upon the factors listed below.

NOTE: Initial efforts to stop are not considered a pursuit.
Factors for Consideration Regarding Initiation and Termination:
1. Public Safety

2. Officer Safety
3. State laws
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Nature of offense and apparent circumstances

Non-peace officer in officer’s vehicle (e.g., citizen, witness, prisoner)
Pedestrian and vehicular traffic patterns and volume

Other persons in a pursued vehicle (e.g., passengers, co-offenders, hostages)
Location of the pursuit (e.g., school zone, playground, residential, downtown)
Time of day

10. Speeds of the pursuit

11. Weather and visibility

12. Road conditions.

13. Identity of offender (if known), offender can be located at a later time

14. Capabilities of law enforcement vehicle(s) and officer(s) driving

15. Officer’s familiarity with the area of the pursuit

16. Quality of radio communications (e.g., out of range, garbled, none)

17. Duration of the pursuit

18. Reasonable expectation of the successful apprehension of the suspect(s).

Sl AR

C. Primary Unit Responsibility

1. Immediately upon initiation of the Pursuit, officer shall activate emergency lights
and siren.

2. Notify communications and provide the following information:

Unit identification

Location, speed and direction of travel

The specific reason for the pursuit, including known laws violated

Vehicle description, including license number, if known

Number and description of occupants in the fleeing vehicle, if possible

Traffic conditions
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3. Dispatch shall contact the DRPD Chief immediately. In the event there is no on
duty Chief, dispatch shall also notify the on-duty County Supervisor.

4. Exercise due regard for the safety of themselves, the public and the fleeing
suspect, and comply with applicable state laws and agency policy.

5. Any Unmarked Vehicle, Pickup Truck or SUV shall relinquish Primary Unit
status immediately upon becoming aware of the participation of an authorized
Marked Vehicle.

6. When possible, control tactical operations, and shall be responsible for
broadcasting radio communications, unless the Primary Unit delegates that
responsibility to a Secondary Unit.

7. At the termination point of a pursuit, the Primary Unit, whenever possible, shall
not be responsible for placing the suspect(s) involved into custody. Arrest and
transport should, if possible, be made by those other than the Primary Unit.

8. All officers involved in the pursuit shall be responsible for the completion of
investigation reports by the end of their shift.

9. When it becomes necessary for a pursuit to be discontinued, the Primary Unit
shall ensure that the pursuit is discontinued by all units directly involved.
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. Secondary Unit Responsibility

Identify presence to the Primary Unit, the communications center and responsible
supervisor if possible.

Maintain a safe and proper distance behind the Primary Unit.

Provide aid and/or assume primary role status if necessary.

Assume radio communication if requested or necessary.

. Communications Responsibility

Upon notification that a pursuit is in progress, communications personnel shall
immediately advise the appropriate law enforcement Supervisor/Chief and other
pertinent units (e.g., outside agencies).

Receive and record all relevant incoming information on the pursuit and the
fleeing vehicle.

Coordinate assistance of any necessary Secondary Units under the direction of the
appropriate law enforcement Supervisor/Chief or involved units.

Control all radio communications and clear the radio channels of all non-
emergency transmissions.

Notify affected law enforcement agencies when the pursuit may extend into that
jurisdiction and specify whether their assistance is requested.

Notify all affected agencies when a pursuit has been discontinued or if
apprehension has been made.

Perform relevant record and motor vehicle checks as quickly as possible.

. Supervisor/Chief Responsibility

Upon notification of a Pursuit, the on-duty Supervisor/Chief shall:

a. Immediately evaluate the reasonableness of the pursuit, based upon the
totality of the circumstances.

b. Ensure that proper radio channels and communications procedures are in
use during the pursuit.

c. Ensure that pursuit tactics are in compliance with state law and department
policy.

d. Ensurethat only the necessary number of units are involved.

e. Ensure that affected agencies are notified as necessary.

f. If a Supervisor or Chief is on-duty, and when possible, they should
respond to the scene of the apprehension and ensure that department
policy is being complied with in placing suspect(s) into custody.

g. Continually evaluate the need to continue the pursuit, and shall
discontinue the pursuit if cause exists.

h. In the event of any injury or damage during a pursuit, an on-duty
Supervisor or Chief shall be assigned to investigate and report any damage
of vehicles or other property.



2. Review and critique each pursuit to ensure it was in compliance with agency
policy and make appropriate recommendations.

3. Upon notification of a Pursuit, the off-duty Supervisor or Chief if able will listen
to radio communications, assist as needed and potentially order termination of the
pursuit if deemed necessary.

IV.  PURSUIT TACTICS / FORCE CONTINUUM

Use of force tactics in pursuit situations will generally follow the same progression of actions
commonly referred to in the Deer River Police Departments Use of Force Policy as the
continuum of force. When Use of Force is permitted, officers shall consider the factors
outlined in the “balance test” as the primary factor for its use.

A. Officer Driving Tactics:

1. Vehicle Spacing: All law enforcement vehicles engaged in a pursuit shall space
themselves at a distance that will ensure proper braking and reaction time in the event a
vehicle ahead should stop, slow or turn.

2. Paralleling: Authorized additional assisting units shall be permitted to parallel a pursuit
in progress with do regard. Paralleling units shall comply with all Emergency Driving
Policy guidelines, and shall use extreme caution at all intersections.

3. A law enforcement officer shall practice safe driving techniques and not mirror/copy the
unsafe or improper driving actions of the fleeing suspect that the officer is following.

4. Passing: Authorized Pursuit Vehicles should avoid passing other motorists on the right
unless there are no other avenues available, and then only with extreme caution.
Authorized Pursuit Vehicles shall not attempt to pass other involved law enforcement
vehicles unless notification is given to the operator of the vehicle being passed.

B. CHANNELIZATION

Channelization may be used to redirect or stop a pursued vehicle. The selection of the best
method and area in each circumstance should be proceeded by an evaluation of all factors
surrounding the individual pursuit. The methods used should offer the greatest probability of
success with the least likelihood of injury to the general public, the officer and the suspect.
Officers may deliberately direct a vehicle into a given path or location (i.e., away from
populated areas or intersections, onto dead-end road, etc.) by using stationary objects (i.e.,
pylons, barricades, vehicles) placed in the path of the pursued vehicle. This method may also
be used to direct a pursued vehicle towards and across a tire deflation device.

C. TIRE DEFLATION DEVICE

1. Tire deflation devices may be used in a pursuit to deflate the suspect’s vehicle tires.

2. Before utilizing tire deflation devices, officers shall have received training on the use of
the devices.

3. Receive authorization and coordinate deployment through dispatch/pursuing units.

4. Officers using tire deflation devices shall find a safe place to utilize the equipment, (i.e.,
guard rail, bridge pillar, large trees, etc.)
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5. Tire deflation devices shall not be deployed to stop the below listed vehicles unless
continued movement of the pursued vehicle would result in an increased hazard to other:

Any vehicle transporting hazardous materials unless justified.

Any passenger bus transporting passengers.

Any school bus transporting students.

Any ATV, unless deadly force is justified.

e. Any two-wheeled vehicle, unless deadly force is justified.

6. Deployment of tire deflation devices without a prior attempt to stop the suspect may be
allowed in limited cases. Situations where it is prudent to disable a vehicle with a tire
deflating device before making aware of police presence may include:

a. Stolen cars.
b. Serious felony arrest warrants/or charges.
c. Hostage or kidnapping situations.
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D. PURSUIT/PRECISION IMMOBILIZATION TECHNIQUE (P.1.T)
Itasca County Deputies are P.I.T trained and certified. DRPD will be at a later date.
E. BOXING IN

The use of Boxing In as a technique for terminating pursuits is discouraged. Under ordinary
circumstances, the potential hazard outweighs the probability of a successful stop of a
violator. Therefore, this technique should only be used at slow speeds or where the obvious
risks can be eliminated or appreciably reduced. Boxing In should be considered:

1. Could be considered a method to stop a suspect vehicle in situations where slower
speeds are being used by the subject and other methods of stopping the subject (tire
deflating devices) are not possible.

F. STATIONARY ROADBLOCKS

Stationary Roadblocks are prohibited unless the circumstances would warrant the use of
deadly force. If a Stationary Roadblock is established, officers must:

1. Allow the suspect vehicle reasonable stopping distance.

2. Not place themselves or their vehicle in a position that would jeopardize the safety of
the officers involved.

3. Not place their vehicles in a position that is not reasonably visible to the suspect.

4. Reasonably ensure the safety of the non-involved pedestrians and motorists.

5. Allow a reasonable avenue of escaping injury for the suspect.

G. RAMMING

Deliberate physical contact other than P.I.T. or deliberately forcing the pursued vehicle off
the roadway may be considered deadly force.
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1. Ramming a vehicle is discouraged unless the fleeing vehicle needs to be immediately
disabled to prevent the serious injury or death of another.

2. This decision may be made by a pursuing officer if no on-duty Supervisor or Chief is
available, but a reasonable effort should be made to obtain authorization from an on-
duty Supervisor or Chief in every case. The decision to ram must take into account
the safety of bystanders, the risk of physical injury to the occupants of the fleeing
vehicle and to the officer. If the danger of ramming is greater than the threat of danger
presented by the violator, do not ram.

H. FIREARMS

Officers shall not discharge a firearm at or from a moving vehicle unless the use of deadly
force is justified.

V. INTER-JURISDICTIONAL PURSUITS
A. Pursuits that Continue Outside City Limits.

When officers are involved in a pursuit that leaves Deer River City Limits, the officer shall
inform dispatch so that the appropriate jurisdiction, County Deputies/Supervisor may be
notified of the pursuit. When practical, the pursuing DRPD officer should assume a
secondary role in the pursuit relinquishing direct and immediate control of the pursuit to the
appropriate jurisdictional agency if outside Itasca County. If an Itasca County Deputy or
Supervisor chooses or requests to take over primary unit in the pursuit within Itasca County
DRPD will relinquish that position and become a secondary unit. Officers should make every
effort to maintain radio communications so that they may be monitored by an on-duty or off-
duty Supervisor or Chief. Officers should also consider Discontinuing the Pursuit if the
pursuit travels into an area that is unfamiliar or increasingly dangerous.

B. Pursuits Initiated by Another Agency.

When another agency initiates a pursuit, DRPD Officers may assist when requested to do so.
The pursuit must be conducted within the parameters set forth in this policy and state law,
including the reason for the pursuit. Officers may not become involved in outside agency
pursuit when it does not meet the parameters of this policy; however, trained personnel may
deploy Tire Deflation Devices when requested to do so by an outside agency to decrease the
risk to public safety.

C. Dispatch will notify outside agencies if the pursuit is in close proximity to their
jurisdiction. The dispatcher will specify whether the notification is a request for

assistance or merely a notification, with no assistance requested.

D. DRPD officers shall not become involved in another agencies pursuit unless officially
requested via dispatch, or directed by an on-duty County Deputy, Supervisor or Chief.
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Officers may follow at a safe and reasonable speed to assist in apprehension of the
suspects and ensure officer safety at termination of the pursuit.

Exceptions may be authorized if it is clearly demonstrated that a unit from an outside
agency is unable to request assistance, or the emergency nature of the situation dictates
the need for assistance. In these instances, all department pursuit polices are in effect and
shall be followed.

E. Ifitis determined that the conduct of a pursuit should be relinquished to another agency,
the request shall be clearly relayed to that agency. Confirmation of the acceptance of the
pursuit shall be obtained when possible.

VI. POST-PURSUIT PROCEDURES

A. Pursuit Incident Reports are to be filed in the case of Motor Vehicle Pursuits,
Discontinued Pursuits and decisions not to initiate a pursuit. All reports must be as
detailed as possible to aid in the investigation. Reports are to be completed by the
officers that were involved with the pursuit.

B. The on-duty Supervisor or Chief is responsible for a debriefing of involved personnel,
making appropriate recommendations regarding the conduct of the pursuit and
compliance with agency policy when available.

VII. TRAINING

A. All officers shall attend in-service vehicular pursuit training in accordance with
department mandates and/or state guidelines. (EVOC)

B. Pursuit training shall consist of knowledge of applicable statutes, department policy and
procedures and decision-making skills.

C. No officer will engage in any tactic for which they have not received training, (e.g.,
P.I.T., Tire deflation Devices).
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